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You’ve got great photos to work with. Here are some design tips to really make them shine.

ESTABLISH YOUR 
DOMINANT IMAGE

 This Center of Visual Impact 
(CVI) should be at least 2.5 

times larger than any other 
image on the page.

 This CVI will also establish the 
“eyeline”—the imaginary 
line that photos either sit on 

or hang from.

GENERAL TIPS
• Have a good variety of shots that all tell different parts of the story (photo sequencing).
• Use an odd number of photos.
• Don’t use squares (horizontal and vertical rectangles are more dynamic).
• Design within your existing underyling column/grid structure. 
• If designing across a spread, don’t put faces in the “gutter” (the space where the pages meet).

ADD CAPTIONS 
IN THE WHITE SPACE 

SURROUNDING YOUR 
PHOTO ESSAY

 Be sure remaining white 
space can “escape” off the 

page—avoid “trapped” 
white space.

FILL IN 
THE OTHER PHOTOS 

AROUND THE CVI
 Be sure to stay within your 

underlying grid system.
 Make sure photos sit on 

or hang from the eyeline 
or make sense sitting on 

another photo.
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FIND AN IMAGE 
THAT’S THE 

SAME SHAPE 
AS THE CVI

 Just make sure it’s at least 2.5 
times smaller than the CVI.


